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SUBJECT: COLOR TELEVISION SETS AND CB TRANSCEIVERS: 
JAPANESE EXPORTS FOR 1977 AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1978 
SUMMARY. EXPORTS OF JAPANESE COLOR TV SETS TO U.S., 

WHICH FELL BY 28 PERCENT IN 1976. ARE EXPECTED TO 
DECLINE FURTHER IN 1978BY AN ESTIMATED 18 PERCENT, 

IN LINE WITH LEVELS CALLED FOR IN OMA. ALTHOUGH SOME 
PRODUCERS FEEL MARKET UPTURN IS ON THE WAY, JAPANESE 
CB TRANSCEIVER EXPORTS TO U.S. ALSO EXPECTED TO 
DECLINE BY 35-44 PERCENT IN 1978, FOLLOWING UPON 
52.8 PERCENT DECLINE IN SUCH EXPORTS IN 1977. OVERALL 
EXPORTS TO WORLD IN BOTH CATEGORIES ALSO EXPECTED TO 
DECLINE IN 1978. SOURCE FOR THESE FIGURES WAS NIHON 
KEIZAI SHIMBUN. EXPORT DATA FOR 1976 AND 1977 WAS 
CONFIRMED BY INDUSTRY SOURCES WHO, HOWEVER, DECLINED TO 
COMMENT ON ESTIMATED 1978 EXPORT FIGURES. FIGURES ARE 
REPORTED AS BACKGROUND MATERIAL FOR USE IN MONITORING 
JAPANESE COLOR TV AND CB TRANSCEIVER EXPORTS IN LIGHT 
OF COLOR TV ORDERLY MARKETING AGREEMENT (OMA) AND 
RECENT USITC DECISION ON CB TRANSCEIVERS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN RECENTLY REPORTED FOLLOWING 
EXPORT QUANTITY LEVELS FOR JAPANESE COLOR TV SETS AND 
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CB TRANSCEIVERS FOR 1977 AND ESTIMATES FOR 1978. 

1977 PCT DECLINE (EST.) (EST.) 

EXPORTS OF 1977 EXP 1978 PCT DECLINE 
FROM 1976 EXPORTS OF 1978 EXP 
EXP FROM 1977 EXP 

COLOR TV 
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-TO WORLD 4,420,000 15.8 4,000,000 10 

-TO U.S. 2,130,000 28.0 1,750,000 18 

CB TRANSCEIVER 

-TO WORLD 8,140,000 47.5 6,000,000 26 

-TO U.S. 6,200,000 52.8 3,500,000- 35-44 
4,000,000 

2. EXPORTS OF COLOR TV SETS TO THE U.S. IN 1977 
DECLINED SHARPLY IN LINE WITH OMA, AND EXPORTS TO 
AUSTRALIA, CANADA AND BRAZIL ALSO REPORTEDLY FELL. 
EXPORTS TO THEMIDDLE EAST WERE UP STRONGLY, WHILE 
EXPORTS TO EUROPE REMAINED ON ABOUT THE SAME LEVEL 
AS 1976. 

3. THE NIHON KEIZAI ARTICLE ALSO NOTED THAT SINCE 
MATSUSHITA AND SANYO ARE ALREADY PRODUCING COLOR TV 
SETS IN THE U.S., AND HITACHI AND TOSHIBA HAVE ANNOUNCED 
PLANS FOR U.S. PRODUCTION PLANTS, TOTAL SALES OF IAPANESE 
BRAND NAME COLOR TV SETS WILL PROBABLY INCREASE IN THE 
U.S. IN 1978 OVER 1977 LEVELS. 

4. COLOR TV INDUSTRY SOURCES ARE SAID TO BE PESSIMISTIC 
ABOUT EXPORTS FOR 1978, AND HAVE DECIDED THAT 4,000,000 
SETS IN TOTAL EXPORTS IS ABOUT AS GOOD AS THEY CAN 
EXPECT. THE ARTICLE NOTED THAT 1977 WAS THE FIRST YEAR 
IN WHICH JAPANESE EXPORTS OF COLOR TV SETS ACTUALLY 
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FELL. IF THE NIHON KEIZAI ESTIMATE FOR 1978 IS CORRECT, 
EXPORTS WILL FALL AGAIN BY ABOUT 10 PERCENT. 

5. THE CB TRANSCEIVER INDUSTRY, WHILE REPORTEDLY 
PESSIMISTIC IN VIEW OF THE DRAMATIC DROP IN EXPORTS TO 
THE U.S., IS SAID TO BELIEVE THAT THE WORST MAY NOW HAVE 
BREN WEATHERED, AND THAT EXPORTS MAY BE HEADED FOR A 
SLOW-PACED RECOVERY. THE BIGGEST QUESTION MARK REMAINS 
DEMAND IN THE U.S. MARKET. NEVERTHELESS, THE NIHON 
KEIZAI ESTIMATE FOR CB TRANSCEIVER EXPORTS TO THE U.S. 

IN 1978 SHOWS A 35-44 PERCENT DROP FROM 1977 EXPORTS. 
INTERESTINGLY, COMPETITION FROMTHIRD COUNTRIES- 
ESPECIALLY EAST ASIA LDC'S-WAS NOT CITED AS 
FACTOR IN JAPAN CB RADIO EXPORTS. 

6. EMBASSY CHECKED NIHON KEIZAI ARTICLE WITH INDUSTRY 
SOURCES WHO CONFIRMED GENERAL THRUST OF STORY AND 
FIGURES THROUGH 1977. SOURCES WOULD NOT COMMENT ON 
RELIABILITY OF 1978 ESTIMATES. MANSFIELD 
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